BOROUGH  OF  DEVIZES 


Wealth 


Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer 
for  the  Years  1943  and  1944 
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Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for  the  years  1943  and  1944  on  the 
Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  for  the  Borough. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  H.  WAYLEN, 

41,  Long  Street,  Devizes.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

1943  and  1944 

1943  1944 

Area  in  acres  . . . . • • • • 1391  1391 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  . . 7978  7773 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . . . . . . . 2092 

Rateable  Value  . . . . • . . . . . ^£45,650 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  . . H . . . . . . ^£180 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Live  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate  . . 

Illegitimate  . . 


Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  . . 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  causes 
Maternity  Mortality  per  1,000  total  births 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
England  and  Wales 
Total  Deaths  from  all  causes 
Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Est.  Population 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 


M. 

F. 

1943 

Total 

M. 

F. 

1944 

Total- 

62 

54 

116 

67 

76 

143 

9 

9 

18 

10 

12 

22 

71 

63 

134 

77 

88 

165 

• • 

16.56 

16.5 

* 

21.23 

17.6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

4 

2 

— 

2 

29.1 

12.0 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

8 

3 

11 

1 

4 

5 

— 

1 

1 

4 

1 

5 

8 

4 

12 

5 

5 

10 

89.5 

60.6 

49.0 

46,0 

42 

62 

104 

45 

65 

110 

13.04 

14.15 

12.1 

11.6 
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TOTAL  DEATHS  AS  RETURNED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL. 


1943 

1944 

1943 

1944 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1.  Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

System 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21.  Bronchitis 

3 

5 

1 

1 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— r- 

— 

22.  Pneumonia 

3 

5 

. 3 

2 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23.  Other  Respiratory  diseases  . . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5;  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

2 

— 

2 

1 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  two  years  of 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

— 

2 

age  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases  * 

— 

— 

1 

— - ■ 

26.  Appendicitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Influenza 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

27.  Other  Digestive  diseases 

3 

2 

1 

2 

10.  Measles 

— 

1 

— 

— ■ 

28.  Nephritis 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 1 . Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortional 

12.  Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— T- 

sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  Oeso- 

30. Other  Maternal  causes 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

phagus  and  Uterus  . . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

31.  Premature  Birth 

2 

2 

3 

1 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duode- 

32. Congenital  Malformations, 

num  . . 

3 

1 

1 

3 

Birth  Injuries  and  Infant 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

3 

— 

5 

Diseases 

3 

1 

1 

2 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

3 

3 

5 

6 

33.  Suicide 

— 

1 

— 

— 

17.  Diabetes 

— 

1 

— 

— 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents  . ; 

1 

— 

— 

— 

18.  Intracranial  Vascular  lesions 

2 

9 

7 

10 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes 

— 

1 

— • 

1 

19.  Heart  Disease 

7 

14 

14 

19 

36.  All  other  causes 

5 

8 

2 

5 

Satisfactory  features  in  the  death  returns  for  the  above  two  years  are  : — 

(1)  Absence  of  any  maternal  mortality. 

(2)  A single  death  from  Measles  only  among  the  Acute  Infective  Diseases. 

(3)  No  deaths  from  Infantile  Diarrhoea. 

The  principle  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Diseases  of  the  Cardio-vascular  system  1943  1944 

(see  Nos.  18—20)  . . . . 34  52 

Cancer  (see  Nos.  13 — 16)  . . . . . . 15  21 

These  last  two  point  to  death  occuring  mainly  among  our  ageing  population. 

The  disturbance  of  the  normal  balance  of  local  populations  has  rendered  the  working  out  of  a 
comparative  figure,  and  so  an  Adjusted  Death  Rate,  impracticable. 

Tuberculosis  caused  nine  deaths  in  the  two  years  under  review,  i.e.  4%  of  total. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  AREA. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : G.  H.  H.  Waylen,  m.b.,  d.p.h.,  Cantab. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : S.  C.  Drabble,  m.s.i.a., 

part  time  to  25th  March,  1943  and  subsequently  whole-time  until  9th  November,  1943.  On  April 
10th,  1944,  F.  W.  Arney,  m.s.i.a.  was  appointed  Sanitary  Inspector. 

During  the  five  months  interval  urgent  needs  were  met  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  as  expedient  with  occasional  voluntary  assistance  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the 
Devizes  Rural  District  Council. 

Laboratory  Service. 

The  “ Greville  ” Laboratory  of  the  Salisbury  Infirmary  utilised  for  all  purposes. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Provided  by  Joint  Ambulance  Committee  from  Devizes  Borough  and  Devizes  Rural  District 
Councils, 
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Nursing  in  the  Home. 


The  Devizes  Nursing  Society,  a voluntary  organisation,  endowed  and  charitably  supported,  pro- 
vides a Nurse. 


Patients  visited 
Visits  made 


1943  1944  . 

88  100 

1778  1708 


Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(1)  Devizes  Orthopaedic  Clinic  : Surgeon  : Mr.  J.  Bastow,  f.r.c.s. 

Weekly  at  Scout  Hall.  More  serious  cases  seen  at  Devizes  and  District  Hospital. 

(2)  Tuberculosis  Clinic  : Seen  by  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  : Dr.  Harper. 

Weekly  at  Devizes  and  District  Hospital. 

(3)  In  1943  a weekly  V.D.  Clinic  for  females  started  at  Devizes  and  District  Hospital.  Specialist  : 

Dr.  Jean  Murray. 

The  Wilts  County  Council  provides  for  an  Eye  Clinic  under  Dr.  Joan  Hickson  bi-weekly  and  an 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  in  the  Borough. 


Maternity  Services. 

A Midwife  is  provided  by  the  Wilts  County  Council. 

The  limited  number  of  beds  provided  at  “ Ivy  House,”  a private  Maternity  Home  is  insufficient 
for  the  needs  of  the  area,  and  the  beds  available  in  County  Council  institutions  without  the  area  do  not,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  here,  or  my  own,  meet  exsiting  needs. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  receptacles  for  garbage  in  use  all  over  the  town  vary  widely,  and  some  are  unsuitable  and 
inadequate. 

Shops. 

No  official  action  taken  during  the  year. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


HOSPITALS. 


(i)  Devizes  and  District  Hospital. 

The  Devizes  and  District  Hospital  has  had  to  meet  both  the  civil  needs  of  the  area  and  those  of  the 
Military  and  auxiliary  establishments  here  abouts,  as  an  E.M.S.  Class  lA  Hospital  with  100  beds. 

Further  additions  to  the  Counsuiting  Staff  have  been  made.  In  1943  Consulting  Gynaecologist 
Dr.  Mitchell,  f.r.c.s.,  who  was  succeeded  after  his  untimely  death,  by  Mr.  Wilfred  Shaw,  f.r.c.s.,  (late 
of  St.  Bartholomews  Hospital,  E.C.). 

Consulting  General  Surgeon  : Mr.  C.  Kindersley,  f.r.c.s. 

Consulting  Physician  : Dr.  Philip  McKeag,  m.r.c.p. 

Opthalmic  Surgeon  : Mr.  Colley,  m.r.c.s. 
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These  consultants,  as  well  as  Mr.  J.  Bastow,  f.r.c.s.,  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  and  Mr.  E.  Watson 
Williams,  f.r.c.s.,  e.n.  & t..  Surgeon  all  hold  regular  clinics  at  the  hospital. 

A table  showing  the  increased  work  thrown  on  the  hospital  in  the  war  years,  and  its  commendable 
and  successful  efforts  to  cope  with  same  is,  now  that  such  information  may  be  released,  incorporated 
below  in  this  report : — 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Total  number  of  Available  beds 

Average  daily  number  occupied  throughout  year — 

46 

46  . 

78 

92 

101 

101 

101 

Civilians 

. . 25.1 

25.4 

26.4 

36.2 

41.7 

45.4 

38.2 

E.M.S 

. . 

1.2 

30.4 

31.8 

31.7 

22.2 

29.2 

Total 

. . 25.1 

26.6 

56.8 

68.0 

73.4 

67.6 

67.4 

Total  number  of  Patients  Admitted 

517 

576 

1051 

1139 

1303 

1398 

1346 

Analysis  of  Inpatients  Admitted— 

Civilians 

517 

543 

605 

719 

927 

1059 

899 

E.M.S. 

Civilian  War  Casualties 

. . — 

— 

3 

2 

2 

— 

3 

Navy 

. . — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

Army 

— 

18 

381 

315 

289 

194 

265 

r.a.'f 

. . — 

— 

10 

5 

7 

12 

13 

Service  Entitled  Families 

. . — 

1 

11 

33 

28 

26 

10 

Dominion  and  Allied  Services 

. . — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Merchant  Navy 

. . — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Refugees 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

5 

Evacuees  (Unaccompanied  Children) 

— 

12 

41 

16 

15 

8 

13 

Evacuees  (Other) 

. . - — 

2 

— 

49 

17 

23 

34 

Womens  Land  Army 

. . — 

— 

— 

— 

9 

10 

13 

Transferred  War  Workers 

. . — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

27 

13 

Industrial  War  Workers  (Fracture  Cases) 

. . — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

7 

18 

Prisoners  of  War 

. . — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

53 

Civil  Nursing  Reserve  Trainees 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total  E.M.S 

. . — 

33 

446 

420 

376 

339 

447 

Grand  Total 

517 

576 

1051 

1139 

1303 

1398 

1346 

Out-patients  attendances  — 

(Including  X-Ray  and  Physiotherapy) 

..  1911 

3115 

3506 

6677 

10395 

14487 

13625 

Civiliaans 

..  1911 

2985 

2617 

5561 

8467 

12714 

12674 

E.M.S.  (all  classes) 

• . 

130 

889 

1116 

1928 

1773 

1951 

(ii)  Devizes  and  Pewsey  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

Throughout  1943  and  1944  the  largest  ward  was  still  occupied  by  Tuberculosis  Patients  undea 
arrangements  with  the  Wilts  County  Council  who  were  fortunate  in  keeping  such  undisturbed  possession. 
A table  below  shows  the  number  and  character  of  admissions  on  the  Fever  side. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

Meningitis  in  other  forms 

Erysipelas 

Mumps 

Rubella 

Encephalitis 

Varicella  . . 

Measles 

Scabies 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Pemphigus 

Food  Poisoning 

Pneumonia 

Observation 


1943 

105 

2 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 


21 


1944 

80 

3 

9 

1 

1 

6 

1 

9 

12 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

10 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. 


. Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid  Fevers 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Measles 

Acute  P.  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


1943 

30 

13 

1 

4 

9 

7 


1944 

29 

15 

1 

5 

3 

2 


The  occurrence  of  only  two  cases  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  and  a single  one  of  Diphtheria  are  satis- 
factory features.  I trust  the  latter  may  be  an  indication  of  the  results  hoped  for  from  the  campaign  carried 
out  in  Wiltshire  against  Diphtheria  during  recent  years. 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  1944. 


M.  F.  Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . 6 3 9 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . . . . — 1 1 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supplies. 

1943  1944  1914-44 

Rainfall  on  Catchment  Area  . . . . 27.70  28.19  31.19 

Thus  the  rainfall  during  1943  and  1944  was  successively  3 Jin.  and  3in.  below  average.  This  factor 
linked  with  the  large  demands  from  the  Military  Camps  served  by  the  Water  Undertaking,  led  to  serious 
shortage  of  supply  and  anxiety  for  the  future. 

In  August,  1943,  the  wells  were  being  pumped  out  daily  and  the  supply  had  to  be  cut  oflF  nightly 
between  23  hours  and  6 hours,  early  in  December.  This  curtailment  continued  until  early  February,  1944. 
In  March  1944,  the  Water  Committee  reported  that  an  augmentation  of  the  existing  supplies  appeared 
urgently  needed.  The  War  Department  was  approached  with  a view  to  their  co-operation  and  possible 
financial  assistance  towards  any  new  works  undertaken.  At  their  suggestion  a consulting  Geologist,  Mr. 
Edgar  Morton,  M.Sc.,  P.A.  Inst  W.E.,  Lecturer  in  Engineering  Geology  to  Victoria  University,  Manches- 
ter; was  called  in  to  survey  the  water  bearing  potentialities  of  the  area,  and  advise  as  to  sites  for,  and  nature 
of,  such  new  works  as  would  speedily  give  an  increased  supply. 

He  visited  Devizes  and  made  his  survey  in  March  and  April,  1944. 

On  the  preliminary  report  he  then  made,  a wide  mouthed  bore  36in.  — 33in.  — 30in.  was  driven 
into  the  Greensand  at  Bourton  close  by  the  two  existing  50ft.  wells.  This  work  commenced  in  June.  A 
depth  of  160ft.  reached  the  underlying  clay. 

The  boring  was  test  pumped  in  August  with  satisfactory  results,  yielding  16,000  gallons  per  hour 
of  silt-free  water  at  a moderate  rate  of  pumping,  i.e.  400,000  gallons  per  24  hours  continuous  use  of  pumps. 

A rising  main  to  main  reservoir  was  installed  and  pumping  into  it  commenced  on  23rd  September 
with  resumption  of  full  24  hours  supply  to  camps  and  town. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  in  August  showed  some  pollution  as  expected.  A further 
sample  tested  in  mid-October  was  entirely  satisfactory.  Both  the  main  supply  at  Shepherd’s  Shore  and 
the  auxiliary  supplies  at  Bourton  are  chlorinated  by  automatic  and  recording  instruments. 
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When  large  military  requirements  have  no  longer  to  be  met,  the  Borough  Water  Undertaking 
should  not  only  be  able  to  provide  against  drought  years  of  all  degrees  of  severity,  but  appears  capable  of 
rendering  substantial  help  towards  the  needs  of  the  surrounding  Rural  District  if  the  two  authorities  can 
work  together. 

During  the  drought  of  1944,  the  small  50  ft.  bores  at  Bourton  proved  “ a very  present  help  in 
trouble.”  The  yields  in  round  figures  were  : — 


April 

1 .0  million  gallons 

May  . . ' . . 

yy  yy 

June 

33 

yy  yy 

July 

25 

yy  yy 

August 

1-6  „ „ 

September 

1-8  ,,  ,, 

October 

2.0  „ 

Total  Gallons 

Pumped. 

Shepherds  Shore 

Bourton 

Total 

1943  .. 

. . 167,809,000 

3,200,000 

171,009,000 

1944  .. 

. . 176,980,000 

19,050,000 

196,030,000 

Water  Consumption. 

Town 

Camps 

Total 

1943  .. 

..  116,924,000 

54,085,000 

171,009,000 

1944  .. 

..  115,891,000 

80,287,000 

196,178,000 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

Town  Main 

Bourton 

1943  .. 

11 

3 

1944  .. 

10 

3 

Chemical  Analysis. 

Bourton 

Shepherds  Shore 

1944  .. 

2 

• • • • ^ 

1 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

In  1943  two  large  sludge  beds  at  the  main  works  were  emptied  and  in  1944  the  six  beds  were  emptied 
and  a seventh  constructed. 

Analyses  taken  in  August,  1944,  of  the  effluent  showed  that  from  the  main  works  to  be  reasonably 
satisfactory  and  that  from  the  Breachfield  not  up  to  Royal  Commission  standards. 

Complaints  have  been  made  of  smell  and  sewage  pollution  of  the  stream  into  which  these  effluents 
flow.  Both  plants  are  over  driven  and  inadequate  for  the  work  now  put  on  them,  whilst  that  at  the  Breach 
is  both  antiquated  and  indifferently  maintained  owing  to  labour  shortage.  A complete  overhaul  of  the 
Borough’s  sewage  system  will  be  a priority  claim  on  Post  War  planning. 

Complaints  as  to  a nuisance  arising  from  the  Rennet  and  Avon  Canal  in  1944  led  to  investigation 
into  its  state  between  the  Camp  areas  and  the  Borough. 

Samples  showed  that  the  water  was  increasingly  polluted  in  passage  from  Ley  Woods  to  the  London 
Road  Bridge.  Sewage  had  reached  the  canal  at  some  past  date  from  the  camps  owing  to  damage  to  a sewer, 
remedied  at  time  of  inspection. 

No  evidence  was  obtained  that  sewage  from  the  A.T.S.  Quarters  at  Anzac  Camp  reached  the  canal, 
nor  was  any  fouling  by  effluent  from  the  Flax  Factory  discovered. 

Some  residences  between  the  canal  and  the  London  Road  were  found  to  have  cess-pits  leaking 
into  the  canal  and  these  have  been  scrapped  and  replaced  by  W.Cs.  connected  up  to  the  main  sewer  in 
the  London  Road. 

The  chief  cause  of  nuisance  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  water-way  was  practically  static,  the  recent  low 
rainfalls  had  provided  insufficient  water  to  permit  of  the  regular  opening  of  the  locks  and  intermittent 
flushing  through  of  the  canal  in  this  area. 
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DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

No  alteration — shortage  of  labour  and  materials  have  not  permitted  any  improved  standard  here. 

The  tip  at  Stert  grows  bigger  and  thereby  steeper  in  face.  It  became  necessary  to  divert  the  stream 
flowing  below  into  another  channel  and  this  was  done. 

HOUSING. 

No  houses  built  or  reconditioned  during  the  period  under  review  nor  any  systematic  survey,  made 
Shortage  of  labour  and  materials  permitted  only  the  most  urgent  types  of  repair. 

Slum  clearance  during  1934-1939  only  partially  cleared  unfit  houses  in  courts  and  alleys,  apart 
from  those  on  street  frontages.  Many  still  remain  sharing  W.C.  accommodation  and  getting  their  water 
from  standpipes,  sometimes  half  a dozen  dwellings  to  one  pipe.  Ten  per  cent  of  the  1,200  houses  under 
a j(^13  a year  rateable  value  have  no  inside  water  supply. 

In  December,  1943  the  Trustees  of  the  late  Mr.  Swithin  Waylen  offered  the  Borough  Council  an 
option  on  allotment  land  called  “ Forty  Acres  ” and  an  adjacent  field,  both  continguous  with  their  existing 
housing  estate  between  Brickley  Lane  and  the  Salisbury  Road,  totalling  16|  acres  in  extent.  This  option 
was  taken  up  and  land  purchased  in  July  1944.  It  will  permit  100  houses  being  built  in  addition  to  those 
awaiting  construction  on  the  unused  portion  of  their  Kingsley  Gardens  Estate. 

A further  24  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  above  had  been  acquired  by  Messrs.  F.  Rendell  & Sons, 
Builders.  On  this  approximately  200  houses  of  similar  superficial  area  could  be  built  at  30%  less  density 
per  acre,  for  those  who  can  pay  an  economic  rent,  or  wish  to  purchase  a modest  dwelling  of  their  own. 
This  area  could  be  so  laid  out  as  to  marry  up  with  the  estates  of  the  Local  Authority,  and  so  form  a func- 
tional whole. 

The  need  of  housing  in  the  Borough,  undamaged  though  it  eb  by  enemy  action,  will  be  urgent  on 
the  coming  of  peace. 

Below  is  the  result  of  an  enquiry  made  in  July,  1943  into  applications  for  a house  on  the  Council’s 

books. 

I consider  that  50  per  cent  of  applications  from  existing  householders  are  made  in  order  to  get  out 
of  unfit  dwellings  and  that  50  per  cent  of  those  making  application  from  outside,  work  in  the  Borough  and 
have  to  live  in  the  Rural  District. 


Applications  for  Council  Houses  July  15th,  1943. 


No.  in  Householders 

In  Lodgings 

Other 

Total 

Family 

Districts 

2 

59 

78 

46 

183 

3 

86 

72 

55 

213 

4 

49 

25 

52 

126 

5 

14 

6 

33 

53 

6 

9 

2 

20 

31 

7 

4 

9 

3 

16 

8 and  over 

3 

— 

8 

11 

Total 

224 

192 

217 

633 

My  previous  estimate  that  150  unfit  houses  could  only  be  dealt  with  by  demolition  is  a conservative 
one.  The  sooner  circumstances  permit  of  this  being  done,  the  better. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  1943 


Inspection  of  Dwellings. 

Total  number  inspected  for  defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

Inspections  for  the  purpose 

Number  recorded  under  H.  Con.  Reg.  . . 

Number  totally  unfit  for  habitation 
Number  not  reasonably  fit  . . 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  year. 

Informal  action 

Statutory  Action  (Housing). 

Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
Notices  served 
Defects  remedied 

Proceeding  under  Housing  Act,  1936 
Sects.  11  and  13  Demolition  Orders 
House  Demolished  as  a result  of  Demolition  Orders  in  previous  years 
Other  action  under  Housing  Act,  1936 
Sects.  11  and  13 

Proceeding  under  Sect.  12,  Housing  Act,  1936 

Overcrowding. 

Cases  relieved  during  the  year  . . 

Persons  concerned 

Disinfestation. 

Bugs.  Infestations  remedied  . . 

P'leas.  ,,  ))  ..  ••  ••  •• 

^lats.  ,,  ,,  *.  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Total  number  of  Inspections 
Defects  remedied 
Defects  still  outstanding 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Fresh  meat  condemned  as  unfi 
Total  quantity  in  tons/cwts. 

Canned  foods  total  quantity  condemned  as  unfit  in  lbs. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 

Registered  cowsheds  . . . . . . 

Retail  purveyors 
Wholesale  purveyors  . . 

Total  inspections 


29 

51 

0 

9 

20 


8 


2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


2 

7 


12 

2 

6 


14 

0 

3 


5 cwt. 
380  lbs. 


14 

18 

14 

34 


BOROUGH  OF  DEVIZES. 

Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1944  (covering  the  period  10th  April  to  31st  December 
inclusive)  for  inclusion  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Council’s  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Total  number  of  Inspections  and  visits  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  all  purposes  during 

the  year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,107 

1.  HOUSING. 

Owing  to  the  current  difficulties  of  obtaining  labour  and  materials,  normal  procedure  under  the 
Housing  Acts  has  been  virtually  at  a standstill. 

Defects  of  a serious  structural  character,  such  as  extreme  dampness,  have,  however,  been  remedied 
wherever  possible  as  a result  of  informal  action  and  co-operation  with  Owners  and  local  Builders. 
Statistics  in  relation  thereto  are  as  follows  : — 
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Inspection  of  Dwellings. 

Total  number  inspected  for  defects  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  . . 55 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . . . . . . . , 105 

Number  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations  . . 8 

Number  found  to  be  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . . . 7 

Number  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year. 

Premises  rendered  fit  by  informal  action  . . . . . . . . . . 14 


Statutory  Action  under  the  Housing  Acts. 
No  statutory  action  taken  during  the  year. 


Overcrov/ding. 

Owing  to  the  acute  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  in  the  Area,  no  action  has  been  taken  in 
relation  to  Overcrowding. 


Disinfestation. 

Infestations  remedied  : — 


1.  Bed  Bugs 

2.  Fleas 

3.  Rats/Mice 

4.  Dry  Rot 


2.  FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Number  inspected  (including  Bakehouses) 
Number  of  Defects  remedied  . . 

,,  ,,  ,,  outstanding 


1 

1 

8 

1 


45 

7 

5 


3.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Although  no  slaughtering  of  food  animals  has  taken  place  within  the  Borough,  Butcher’s  Shops 
and  other  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and/or  sold  for  human  consumption  have  been  regularly  visited 
and  found  to  be  resonably  well  maintained. 


The  amount  of  foodstuffs  examined  and  condemned  is  summarised  as  under  : — 

lbs 

Fresh  Meat  . . . . 188 


Fish 

Tinned  goods 
Miscellaneous 

(Note  : — This  includes  231  lbs 
by  the  Medical  Officer). 


84  Tons  Cwt.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

1,268  Total  27  4 1 26 

59,442 

tinned  goods  and  14,027  lbs.  miscellaneous  articles  condemned 


4.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Number  of  Registered  Cowkeepers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Number  of  Wholesale  Purveyors  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Cowsheds  Inspections  . . 28  Notices  complied  with  . . 7 

Dairies  Inspections  . . . . . . 56  ,,  ,,  ,,  8 

5.  PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Licensed  Petroleum  Stores  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 

Licensed  Calcium  Carbide  Stores  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 


6.  DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION. 

As  a result  of  active  informal  action  four  premises — the  effluents  from  the  Cesspools  of  which  were 
causing  serious  pollution  of  the  Kennett  and  Avon  Canal — have  been  or  are  being  connected  to  the  Public 
Sewer,  and  other  improvements  to  drainage  and  indoor  sanitation  were  carried  out,  new  drains  being  in 
all  cases  subjected  to  a water  test  under  pressure. 

(Signed),  NOEL  J.  ARNEY, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


Town  Hall,  DEVIZES. 


22nd  March^  1945. 


